HPV Vaccine
WHAT IS HPV?
HPV stands for Human Papillomavirus.
A HPV infection if left untreated may lead to cancer. Cervical
cancer is the most common type of cancer caused by an HPV
infection. HPV infection can also cause anal, vaginal, penile,
throat and mouth cancers.
The HPV vaccine is safe and effective. It works best when it is
given to young people before they get married or have a
partner.
HOW TO PREVENT HPV?
For children:
 A vaccine is available that
helps to protect against
HPV related cancers.










This is a safe and effective
vaccine for boys and girls.
It is given as a needle in
the arm at three separate
times.
The vaccine works best if
given before someone
comes into contact with
HPV.
The vaccine is offered free of charge to students in year
seven at high school.
Students in year 7 will come home from school with a
card.
The card is asking parents for their permission/approval
for their child to be given the vaccine.
These cards are available in languages other than
English. Parents need to fill out the cards in English and
give them back to the school.

Please turn over…

What if a child misses out on the school vaccination?
The parent of a child who is 12 or 13 years old can telephone the local council
immunisation officer to arrange a vaccination.
OR parents can make an appointment for their child with their local doctor. (The
vaccine is free, but the doctor may charge a consultation fee.)
For women:


Most HPV infections go away by themselves. Often people don’t know they
have HPV.



Sometimes the HPV infection can develop into cancer.



HPV is a very common virus passed on by close sexual contact with a partner
or a husband.



The vaccine is not available for women over 45 years old.



For women who wish to be vaccinated the local doctor can give the vaccine
for a total cost of about $450. Talk to your doctor about whether the vaccine is
right for you.



Vaccinated women will still need to have Pap tests.

For cancer information and support in your language, call 13 14 50.
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